
Promoting  
Religious Emblems 



Objectives 

 
•  Understand the religious 
emblems programs  

•  Become familiar with 
presentation materials and 
resources  

•  Understand your role in 
promoting religious emblems 



Brief History 

•  The first awards were “Ad 
Altare Dei”, “Pro Deo Et 
Patria”, “Ner Tamid”, and 
“God and Country”. 

•  Today there are more than 
75 emblems approved by BSA 
representing more than 35  
religious groups 



What are Religious 
Emblems Programs? 

•  They are programs that are 
created by national 
religious organizations  

•  They provide specific 
religious instruction  



What are Religious 
Emblems Programs? (cont.) 

•  They are recognized 
by BSA 

•  The medals are 
approved for wear on 
the official uniform 



•  “Duty to God” is at the 
heart of the Scouting 
movement 

•  Religious emblems provide a 
spiritual component to the 
Scouting program 

Why Promote  
Religious Emblems? 



•  Scouting is nonsectarian 
and promotes religious 
emblems for ALL faiths 

 Why Promote Them? (cont.) 



How Do We Get Started? 

There are four basic steps: 
•  Step 1: Youth members 
must obtain the specific 
booklet for their 
religion. 

•  Step 2: Parents must 
review the program 
guidelines. 



Four Steps to Get Started: 

•  Step 3: Families should 
talk to their religious 
leaders and show them the 
booklet before beginning 
any program. 

•  Step 4: The youth member 
needs to complete the 
requirements, obtain the 
proper signatures, and 
follow the instructions to 
order the emblem. 



Religious Emblems 
Square Knot 

Youth Award Adult Award 



Religious Emblems 
Square Knot 

with 1, 2, and 3 devices 



Role of the Leader 

•  Provide information, not 
religious instruction 

•  Make a presentation on the 
religious emblems to Scouts 
and families 



Duty to God 
Promotion Patch 

Requirements: 
•  Attend a 
presentation on 
religious emblems 

•  Make a commitment 
to Duty to God  



 Duty to God  
Promotion Patch 

•  Four-segment 
puzzle patch 

•  Only one segment 
available per 
year 

•  Available at 
www.praypub.org 

•  May be 
preordered for 
distribution at 
presentation 



Presentation Resources  

•  Duty to God 
brochure 

•  Includes chart 
listing all 
emblems & FAQ 

•  Printable form 
available at 
www.praypub.org 



Presentation Resources  

•  “Dear Parent” 
Handout 



Presentation Resources  

•  Separate scripts 
for presentations 
to Cub Scouts, Boy 
Scouts and 
Venturers 



Adult Recognitions 

•  Adult recognitions are by 
nomination only 

•  A minimum number of years 
of service is required 



Adult Recognitions 
(cont.) 

Required documents: 
•  Completed application form  
•  Resumé of candidate’s 
qualifications 

•  Letters of recommendation  



Adult Recognitions (cont.) 

•  Each adult recognition 
is different. Please 
check specific 
eligibility requirements 
for a particular award. 



Questions? 

•  Any questions on the 
materials covered? 

•  Any questions on making a 
presentation? 



For More Information: 

•  Visit P.R.A.Y.’s Website at 
www.praypub.org 

•  Call P.R.A.Y. at 
1-800-933-7729 



Final Thoughts 

•  You, as the unit leader, 
are the key person in 
getting information about 
the religious emblems 
programs to your youth 
members and families. 

•  You now have the 
knowledge and resources 
to make a presentation. 



Thank you for 
promoting  

religious emblems! 


