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Note: We took 6 months off -from March to Sept 
due to the COVID 19 virus. Many of these photos 
are from before the shut-down, so we are not seen 
with masks. 

Above: The Flintlocks January Annual Meeting, President 
John Koneski gave a State of the Flintlocks summary for the 
activities last year. Photo of Officers and Trustees elected for 
the coming year: below upper left: President John Koneski; 
Vice President George Van Dyke; Secretary Michael Hart; 
Treasurer Jack Trainor; Trustees: Chair Bob Pysher; Ted 
Marquardt; Frank Wallace; & Bob Germinder. Upper right 
below: Marc Andreo getting temperature taken; Jeff wearing 
Fred’s patch vest to honor him; Ted, Joe, Bob P, and Marc 
Andreo chatting. 

President’s Message  

  
It has been a challenging year for all Scouts, the    
program has been shut down for months, there was no 
resident summer camp, and Flintlocks did not meet 
for 6 months.  In spite of this, the programs are       
restarting and the Flintlocks are planning on returning 
to work, although on a limited basis with safety 
measures added to the program, starting in October.  
We will be limited in what can be done with social 
distancing protocols, but we can still do lots of work 
in an outdoor setting. 
 
Just before the break, two of our members were     
recognized with awards at the Patriots’ Path annual 
meeting, Frank Wallace received the Silver Beaver 
and Michael Hart was presented with the council 
Trailblazer Award.  The Flintlocks themselves were 
recognized with a proclamation thanking them for all 
of their valuable work for the council. 
 
On a more somber note, two of our members have 
passed away this year, Fred Midlige, who had been a 
Flintlock since 1999, passed in February, and Chris 
Kennett who left us in April.  We will miss them at 
morning coffee and their cheerful spirit which added 
to the program. 
 
 
John Koneski 
President, Flintlocks BSA 

In the photo above left, Garrick Stoldt, left, presents President John Koneski,   
center, with a resolution of appreciation to the Flintlocks, and Michael Hart holds 

his Trailblazer Award. In the photo above right, Flintlocks celebrate with Frank 
Wallace on his Silver Beaver Award. Pictured from left are Chuck Hoeckele, Bob   

Germinder, Frank, John Koneski, Mike and Joe Schott.  

BIGFOOT SIGHTING!  

Al Thomas spotted him at the Flintlocks 
Building Thursday morning 8 am,     

having donuts with the guys. Russ 
thought he was Harold and   offered him 
a cup of coffee.        

 

At left, the guys toast Russ 

on the new coffee cup he 
got for Christmas. He will 
get really, really good use 

out of it. 

The Flintlocks have returned to volunteering at the camps, 
but with the proper precautions: masks, social distancing, 
hand sanitizer, and temperature checks. Guests are always 
welcome- first building on the right at Camp Winnebago, on 
Thursday mornings. 

 
 
 

Scenes from the craft shop: Clockwise from the upper left: 
Michael Hart making Arrow of Light plaques with the new 
jig. Joe Schott making his famous boxes. Jeff Huppert cut-
ting boats. Bob Pysher making handy box ends. Peter mak-
ing bat house parts. Ted making handy box ends. Al Tuttle 

and Dave Greene. Jack balancing the books. Jim Pipala 
packing pinewood cars. Chuck installing an outlet. Bob 

Carlson repairing a table, and Bob Germinder making parts 
for the administration building. 

https://www.facebook.com/Flintlocks-BSA-201025039969651/
https://www.facebook.com/Flintlocks-BSA-201025039969651


        Harold’s grandfather, Robert Bork, was the scout-
master for Troop 5 in Maplewood in 1937 for Harold’s 
dad and stayed active up to World War II. Harold’s fa-
ther joined Scouts in 1931 as a boy, went through We-
belos, Boy Scouts and Sea Scouts. Dad joined again in 
1968 when Harold became a Scout and stayed active as 
an Assistant Scoutmaster in Troop 5 until he passed away 
in 1985. Harold is following in his family’s traditions. He 
was a Cub Scout and Boy Scout as a lad, was elected to 
Order of the Arrow, and achieved Eagle in 1972. Harold 
joined again when his own son Peter joined Cub Scouts 
in 2008, and subsequently became the Scoutmaster in 
Troop 83 in 2011 in Stillwater, and is still active. 
        Harold graduated in 1980 from Davis and Elkins 
College, West Virginia with a history major.  
He worked as a welder for 4 years, then as a police    
officer and sergeant in Irvington from 1984 until her   
retired in 2009.   Harold taught safety to the children in 
the Irvington Schools. He was the treasurer and trustee 
for the Essex County Crime Prevention Officers Associa-
tion. Harold is married to Irene for 40 years. They have 3 
children, two girls and a boy.   
        Harold’s hobbies are hunting, hiking, camping,  
motorcycle riding, reading and deep-sea fishing. He has 
helped teach archery to kids with the NJ Federation of 
Sportsmen. 
        His activities in Scouts include being a merit badge 
counselor, a leader of Pack 83, and scoutmaster for 
Troop 83 continuously since joining in in 2011, 9 years 
ago. Harold was the primary mover in starting an       
explorer post for law enforcement careers in Irvington. 
He joined Flintlocks in 2017, two years ago. Harold has 
been going to Allamuchy every Wednesday for two 
years. They renovated the administration building, built 
the STEM lab from scratch, and numerous other projects. 
In addition, he attends the Thursday group which works 
at Winnebago. The Flintlocks just completed paneling 
the inside of the administration building. Other projects 
Harold has worked on include the Kiwanis building, the 
Corwin Cabin, putting roofs on the rangers storage and 
the NYLA trailers. Harold went up to Sabattis for a week 
and takes pride in the bridge they built over the Sabattis 
River. 

       Jeff has been a lifelong scout, from the time he was a 
lad in the Cub Scouts through today, age 78, earning his       
50-year Veterans (of Scouts) award. 
       Jeff’s father was involved in his early scouting       
experiences as the committee chair for both the cub pack 
and Boy Scout troop. Jeff attended the 1957 National  
Jamboree in Valley Forge and made the rank of Eagle at 
age 17 in 1959. He followed that up as a troop leader and 
camp staff from 1959 through 1966. He was in Order of 
the Arrow Lodge 431 Witchauchsundin, Vigil member 
and Lodge Chief. Jeff attended the National Camping 
School at Schiff. 
       Jeff is married to his wife Karen, for 55 years. They 
have 2 boys and 3 grandsons. His sons were in Scouts and 
Jeff just finished up as Webelos leader for his grandson. 
His involvement in the Scouts is impressive. Jeff has been 
continually active since his boys joined Scouts. Jeff has 
been an assistant scoutmaster, merit badge counselor, 
Troop 177 committee chair for 17 years, crew committee 
chair for 5 years, district roundtable chair for cubs for 15 
years, and Scouts for 12 years, den leader for his       
grandsons, then assistant scoutmaster for them               
continuously, all over again, right up to the present. He is 
also active at the council level, serving on the conservation 
committee.  Jeff has earned the following awards: Silver 
Beaver, Trailblazer, District Award of Merit, James E. 
West Fellowship Award, Arrowhead Award, two Com-
missioner’s Keys and Wood Badge 
       For his career, Jeff was a high school science teacher 
in West Orange for 40 years. He taught biology, environ-
mental science, physics, chemistry, and earth science. He 
retired in 2001 and joined the Flintlocks a few years later. 
Jeff uses his teaching skills to help volunteer at various 
council activities, including: University of Scouting, 
Cubelos, Cub Scout wood program, and Nobel Cause. 
His hobbies are folk crafts, wood carving, and collecting 
Scout memorabilia and stamps. He likes to work in the 
Flintlocks craft shop. 
 

           Getting to Know Your Flintlocks 

The guys help Joe Schott celebrate his 98th birthday. Bob 
Carlson got the cake and Mike made the plaque to illustrate 

Joe’s dry sense of humor. After all, why would you need a 
sign that says “dry paint”?  

Paneling the inside of the “A” Building                    
 
Clockwise from the upper left: John Kazazis; Joe Schott, Bob 
Germinder and Bob Carlson; Randy Johnson, John Kazazis, 
and George Van Dyke; Al Thomas on ladder; Bill Debiec; Jack 
Trainor; Frank Wallace with wires; completed kitchen. 

In Memoriam for Dr. Fred H. Midlige, age 84, photo to 
the right.  He was a member of the Flintlocks for 20 years, 
including Trustee and Treasurer for 12 years. He was a  
retired professor of microbiology. Fred won the Silver    
Beaver, District Award of Merit, James E. West Fellow, a 
member of Scouts for 60 years.  

Harold Bork Jeff Huppert 

Quonset Hut Construction 

In Memoriam for Dr. Chris Kennett, age 78, from COVID 19. 
Below right in hat. He had a PhD in biology, was a professor at 

Montclair and had his own nutrition practice. Chris loved the 
Flintlocks and came up to the Scout camps every Wednesday 

and Thursday.  


